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Letter from the Principal… 

Paw Prints 
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Dr. Winnie Johnson 
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Well, we made it!  Testing is over and I am feeling really good about how our students 
pushed their way through a new assessment journey!  A Big Shout Out goes to Dr. 
Korvayan for her coordination of this massive activity!  Whoo Hoo Dr. K!!  Students 
remained on task, well behaved, and patient throughout the process and we all learned 
from the experience.  Please remember to keep students in learning mode over the 
summer so that they don’t forget all that they learned this year to prepare for the test.  
It may even be a good idea for them to continue in their goal setting by determining 
how they want to improve and deciding the new things they want to learn next year.  
Remember, we are empowering our students to take control of their education and 
remain lifelong learners! 

Spring Fling was a blast as usual!  Thank you for allowing your students to participate. 
By all accounts students were excited and had so much fun.  We hope to make it 
bigger and better each year!  As we continue through the month of May there will be 
lots of fun activities for our students and many memorable occasions in which they 
will participate.  This will include Kindergarten Round Up for our new Bulldog Pups, 
Kindergarten Graduation for our rising 1st graders, field trips, Looping Day for our 
students, and of course, all of the 5th grade activities including their graduation to 6th 
grade!  What an exciting month.  I am so happy to be a part of these memorable events 
for our students and our families.   

You may also be aware that our school received a visit from a very special group of 
educators during the month of April.  The National Chinese Language Conference paid 
a visit to DES as a Pre-Conference Session for their yearly Symposium.  We were 
honored to have educators who are working in the immersion field visit our school and 
spend the afternoon in our CDIP Classrooms and then engage in dialogue with our 
teachers and members of our Central Office.  They were quite impressed with 
everything that they observed in our school.  Kudos to everyone involved!  Also, 
please take a minute to view the centerfold article that was written about our programs 
in the April Edition of We Are Henry Magazine!  J.D. Hardin penned an excellent 
article about our program which captured the essence of what we are doing with CDIP 
and why we are doing it. 

http://www.liveoncenter.com/
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Letter from the Principal, continued... 

Finally, as I bid so long to my Dutchtown Family, I want to thank you all for the many 
years of fond memories that you have provided to me and to my personal family.  
These have truly been the most rewarding, exciting, and memorable years of my 
professional career.  I have thoroughly enjoyed leading this wonderful group of 
educators and teachers as we have interfaced with the parents and our community at 
large.  If I have given back even a small portion of the joy that you have given to me, I 
know that my work has been fulfilled.  I wish you all well in everything that comes 
your way in the future.  I know that the students that have walked our halls over the last 
10 years will be the leaders of tomorrow.  That lets me know that I will see them again!  
Again, thank you all for everything and May God Bless You All! 

Dr. J 

Counselor’s Corner  

Darlene M. Hackney, Counselor 
dhackney@henry.k12.ga.us  

     
 

 

 

 

 

 
May Student of the Month Character Trait is School Spirit.  This will be our last 
character trait for the 2014-15 school year! 

We are underway with the Georgia Milestones Testing.  Test 
information can be found on the DES home page.  Please remember 
that FREE breakfast is offered to ALL students on those days.  Car 
riders who plan to take advantage of the breakfast offer should be at 

school by 7:20 to ensure adequate time to eat and to get to class before the 7:45 tardy 
bell.    

https://webmobilefusion.leadpages.net/local-seo/
mailto:dhackney@henry.k12.ga.us
http://www.pinstrikes9.com/
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Counselor’s Corner  

Fifth Grade Parents…….Important DMS transition information 
dates were sent home with your child.  Please ask for the DMS 
packet or the red information sheet that highlights the calendar 
of events.   

 
Also, approved proof of residency documents must be submitted to DES 
as part of your child’s middle school enrollment process.  Once received, 
we will forward all information to DMS.  Please complete and return all 
forms with the supporting documents to Ms. Hackney Ms. Dent.                  

https://www.facebook.com/HealthHutMcdonough?rf=343447635766103
http://www.hardingplumbingsupply.com/
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Media Center News 

BOGO Book Fair is coming May 11th-15th!  
Volunteers are needed.  Please contact Ms. Youmans if you are available. 

Last day for checkouts is May 8th.  All Books are due 
May 14th. 

Information about how to get to the e-books are posted 
on our website at http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/
Page/59080 

 
Cartridge and Cell Phone Recycling 

Don’t forget to drop off your old cell phones and 
printer cartridges to our school.  We get free 
technology items from this program and we help the 
environment at the same time.  We are also looking 
for businesses that would like to help our school with 
this program.  Please contact Ms. Youmans at 770-
471-0844 if interested. 

Click here to see our goals: www.fundingfactory.com/goal/DES. 

Camp Invention is coming to DES

Camp Invention will be here at Dutchtown Elementary June 8-11 
 

Camp Invention is where BIG ideas become the next BIG thing! Join us as we 
celebrate our 25th year of reinventing summer fun! Local educators lead a week 
of hands-on activities created especially for elementary school children. Boys 
and girls spend time disassembling electronics to create something new and tak-
ing part in high-energy games! Lessons explore connections between science, 
technology and innovation. Discounts are available, so register  
today!  Visit www.campinvention.org or call 800.968.4332 for information. 
 
For more information contact Ms. Youmans at 770-471-0844.   
 

To get a closer look at what we do and experience hands-on demonstrations, stop by 
Truett’s on May 13th 5pm-7pm for our Camp Invention Spirit night and we will also be 
at the Geranium Festival in the McDonough square on May 16th all day. 

http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/59080
http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us/Page/59080
http://www.fundingfactory.com/goal/DES
http://www.campinvention.org/
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PSYCH’ed OUT!  

Misty Scott Bert, Ed. S.                                                                                                     
Dutchtown Cluster School Psychologist 

Anger Management for Parents 

As parents, we are constantly dealing with changes in our children’s emotions.  We are 
frequently called upon to diffuse situations and/or talk our children out of a panic.  
Recently, I went to a training that discussed the causes of anger, how it can manifest in 
life, and positive ways to cope.  One of the things I realized is that, as children, we are 
usually not taught how to appropriately express anger.  We are taught about when it is 
appropriate to DISPLAY anger (and when it is not), but when and where do learn how 
to properly deal with a natural emotion that is SURE to come up at some point in our 
lives? 

What research tells us about anger is that it a secondary emotion and generally has a 
deeper root (i.e. insecurity, feelings of inadequacy, stress, rejection, etc.).  Whereas this 
may be harder for a younger child, it is important that we teach our children to identify 
their true feelings and how to communicate these feelings with others.  For instance, 
when being reprimanded at school, the true feeling may be “embarrassment”, but the 
feeling displayed is “anger”.  Although this type of self-awareness may take a while to 
develop and may come a little easier with maturity, it is important that children are able 
to label what they are feeling and be able to keep that feeling in perspective (needless to 
say, that also will help them as adults).  As parents, we may also want to help our 
children with identifying their “triggers”-situations that frequently make them feel upset.  
From there, we can think of potential situations and even “role-play” with our children 
appropriate ways to respond.   

Children may also benefit from using self-talk strategies to talk themselves out of angry 
thoughts and to assist them when calming down.  Self-talk refers to the things we say to 
“our self”.  This can be a powerful tool because self-talk has the potential to stir up 
anger and resentment (i.e. I can’t do it; No one likes me; or I never do anything right), as 
well as the power to produce calm and encourage constructive responses (i.e. I am 
smart; People like me; or Everyone makes mistakes).  As adults, we must attempt to 
help children identify the possible consequences of inappropriate displays of anger and 
negative self-talk.  Moreover, we should make a point of teaching ways to make positive 
choices, and hopefully, the end result will be more peaceful and empowered children.     

mailto:gsparrow@henrycounty.com
http://www.ramtechpcs.com/
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Kindergarten News 

Dear Parents, 

We have learned so much this year in kindergarten.  In language arts, many students 
are able to write about a topic with several sentences.  The 4- square approach is what 
the students used to learn how to write.  You can ask your child to show you how we 
write in class.   We learned about words that have multiple meanings and compound 
words.  We have finished learning about all of the holidays including Independence 
Day (July 4) for Social Studies. 

In Math, we have really been showing some great work with learning how to solve 
addition and subtraction word problems.  We will continue to practice more word 
problems and computational fluency with adding and subtraction. 

Science has been very exciting because we have watched our  caterpillar s grow on 
a daily basis.   We can’t wait to see the whole life cycle of our butterflies right before 
our very eyes.  Our field trip to Noah’s Ark was awesome and we observed animals 
and their many features we learned about as well as their habitats. 

As we prepare for the end of our kindergarten year and graduation (May 19th, 7”00 
pm) , we want to thank you for all the support you have shown in helping your child to 
be prepared for first grade.  Also, we would like to thank-you for volunteering and 
donating items when needed.   We greatly appreciate everything you have done this 
year!     

Sincerely,  

The Kindergarten Teachers 

First Grade News  

English Language Arts 

We’ve continued to work on differences between books that tell stories and books that 
give information. We have also worked on narrative, opinion (stating an opinion and 
stating a reason for that opinion), and informational writing (through historical figures 
and folktales). We are also continuing to work with the children on demonstrating a 
command of the conventions of Standard English (capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling) when writing.  

Mathematics: Unit 6-Place Value 

In math we are now focusing on place value. As students in first grade begin to count 
larger amounts, they should group concrete materials into tens and ones to keep track 
of what they have counted. This is an introduction to the concept of place value. 
Vocabulary such as digit, place, and value should be integrated while students are 
mastering the concept of place value. Students must learn that digits represent different 
values depending on their position in numbers. Our standards of focus are: 

 MCC1.NBT.2 Understand that the two digits of a two-digit number represent 
amounts of tens and ones. Understand the following as special cases: a. 10 can be 
thought of as a bundle of ten ones – called a “ten.” b. The numbers from 11 to 19 
are composed of a ten and one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, or nine ones. 
c. The numbers 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 refer to one, two, three, four, five, 
six, seven, eight, or nine tens (and 0 ones). 

 MCC1.NBT.3 Compare two two-digit numbers based on meanings of the tens and 
ones digits, recording the results of comparisons with the symbols >, =, and <. 
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First Grade News, continued...  

 MCC1.NBT.4 Add within 100, including adding a two-digit number and a one-
digit number, and adding a two-digit number and a multiple of 10, using concrete 
models or drawings and strategies based on place value, properties of operations, 
and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction; relate the strategy to a 
written method and explain the reasoning used. Understand that in adding two-digit 
numbers, one adds tens and tens, ones and ones; and sometimes it is necessary to 
compose a ten. 

 MCC1.NBT.5 Given a two-digit number, mentally find 10 more or 10 less than the 
number, without having to count; explain the reasoning used. 

 MCC1.NBT.6 Subtract multiples of 10 in the range 10-90 from multiples of 10 in 
the range 10-90 (positive or zero differences), using concrete models or drawings 
and strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the 
relationship between addition and subtraction; relate the strategy to a written 
method and explain the reasoning used. 

 Represent and interpret data. MCC1.MD.4 Organize, represent, and interpret data 
with up to three categories; ask and answer questions about the total number of 
data points, how many in each category, and how many more or less are in one 
category than in another.  

Social Studies: Unit 4 - Heroes 

In this unit, students are learning about the following heroes: Harriet Tubman, Annie 
Oakley, Davy Crockett and Theodore Roosevelt. The students will learn about the 
above individuals through reading and writing narrative short texts and reading 
extended informational texts. 

Science 

We are continuing to learn about the basic needs of plants and animals. We will also be 
comparing appearance and characteristics of animals and how they move. We will 
travel to The Georgia Aquarium in May, and the kids are really looking forward to this 
adventure! 

 

 
Roofing  Residential  Commercial   

770-872-4696     www.excel-build.com 
 

155 Westridge Pkwy Suite 223;  
McDonough, GA 30253 

http://www.excel-build.com/
http://www.excel-build.com
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We are almost at the end of the school year!  Many thanks to each of you for all of your 
support throughout the school year!  We appreciate your continued support as we count 
down these final days.   As the end of the year rapidly approached we will continue to 
challenge ourselves in reading and math!  We will be celebrating our accomplishments 
and our time together in second grade.  Our end of the year party will be held on May 
29th!  The cost to participate in this fun activity is $5.00 per person!  Parents are 
welcome to attend!  Information about additional end of the year activities will be sent 
home! As we prepare for the upcoming summer break we will have our final visit from 
McGruff on May 5th!  He will be talking about personal property and the importance of 
summer safety!  It is our hope that you have created a writing journal and that you will 
use this journal throughout the summer to record what you do throughout the break! 
Additionally, it is important to make sure that your child is reading daily. You are 
encouraged to sign your child up for the reading program at your local library! 

Students are continuing to work on the following skills:  
 
Math: Mental math and math facts 

Reading: Students should be reading and writing a shor t summary of the story to 
build reading and writing connections.  

ELA: Informative texts, R.A.C.E. 

Writing:  Creative writing / poetry, the Writing Process, Nar rative writing, about 
the text, author’s purpose, R.A.C.E. Reword, Answer, Cite, Explain  

Science: Life Cycles 

A few reminders about helpful web resources for students and parents are included 
below—please be sure to check these out for more information and/ or instructional 
practice.  

Students:  

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/ 

www.firstinmath.com 

www.coolmath.com 

www.starfall.com 

www.spellingcity.com  

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.firstinmath.com
http://www.coolmath.com
http://www.starfall.com
http://www.spellingcity.com
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Second Grade News, continued... 
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Third Grade News  

~  Math:  We are working on measurement! This includes time,  along 
with volume.   Please use First in Math to help your child with their math 
facts.  Each week the “Player of the Week” will be announced over the 
morning announcements! 

 

~  Social Studies:  We have completed our American Heroes’ studies.  
We have begun to lay the foundation for mini society where the students 
will learn economic concepts.  Students will be building their own 
businesses with an entrepreneurial spirit!  We look forward to sharing 
more information with you about this unit soon! 

 

Reminders: 

 Don’t forget to check your child’s agenda daily to stay updated 
homework, notes from the teacher and the progress of your child’s 
behavior. 

 The school wide Spring Fling will be held on May 1st. 
 

 

Upcoming important dates: 

May 1- Spring Fling 

May 5, 12, or 15- CFA Headquarters Field Trip 

May 14- Field Day 

May 27- Market Day 

http://gymtech4kids.com/
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Third Grade News, continued...  
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Fourth Grade News  

A Presidential Day for 4th Graders 

(Pictured above is the entrance to the Jimmy Carter Presidential Museum, visited by DES 4th graders) 

The entire 4th Grade team and students of DES visited the Jimmy Carter 

Presidential Museum on April 1 & 2nd. This was our final field trip of the year, it 

also linked to our government study in Social Studies. 

What a pint size view of our 
Leaders! 

We even visited the Oval 
Office, (mock-up of what the 
Oval office looked like when 
Jimmy Carter was President.) 
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Fourth Grade News, continued... 

Student-led conferences were a great success! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Students engaged...In a lesson on civics, and the process in which a Bill becomes 
law! 

 

 

What a glance of our  

nation’s first President in his 

younger years! 
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Fourth Grade News, continued... 

Curriculum Central/ Instructional Focus 

MATH: 4.MD.A.1./ 4.MD.A.2./4MD.A.3/4.MD.B.4. Measurement & Data 

Explain and solve problems involving measurement and conversion of 

measurements from a larger unit to a smaller unit.  4. G.A.1./ 

4.G.A.2./4G.A.3. Geometry Draw and identify lines and angles, and classify 

shapes by properties of their lines and angles.  
 

SCIENCE: Forces & Motions: S4P3/ S4P4/ S4P5 Students will 

demonstrate the relationship between the application of a force 

and the resulting change in position and motion on an object. 

Students will identify simple machines using different size 

objects, observe how force affects speed and motion.  

  

ELA:  ELACC4W2 Write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

Identify Author’s purpose. Determine a theme of a story, 

drama, or poem. Identify the voice of the author used to tell a 

story. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence. Reads 

leveled text Q on rubric with purpose and understanding.  

 

SOCIAL STUDIES: Westward Expansion SS4H3/SS4H4/

SS4H4 The student will explain the Articles of Confederation, 

Constitution, Bill of Rights, Preamble and “We the People”, Federal 

System of Government, First Amendment and study Westward 

Expansion.    

 

 
As we prepare to say our good byes and end 2014/2015, the 4th Grade team 

remains available and at your service.  
Ms. Barron, Mr. Cowels, Mr. Hayes, Mr. Lal, Mr. Polk, Ms. Watkins 

“Ensuring the Success of Every Student” 
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Our 5th grade field trip to Macon, GA, will be held on Wednesday, May 13th.  All 
students are to arrive at Dutchtown Elementary School at 6:45 a.m. Students 
should enter the school through the side doors at the bus ramp and report to the 
cafeteria to sit with their class. Buses will depart from the school promptly at 7:15 
a.m. We cannot wait on late arrivals as we have a very tight schedule so please 
arrive at DES early! Buses will return to the school at 6:30 p.m.  Please ensure 
arrangements are made to have your child picked up on time. 

Field Trip Tips: 

 Wear comfortable shoes.  Sandals may be worn, but tennis shoes would be better in 

case of inclement weather. 

 Bring a light jacket with a hood in case of rain. 

 Students may bring money for souvenirs, but it should be stored in a safe place.  It 

is not recommended that students bring more than $20.00.  Teachers will not hold 

any money for students.  

 Students may bring electronic devices.  Please keep in mind that DES, nor the tour 

bus, will be responsible for any lost or stolen items. 

 Students can bring a light travel bag with snacks and water. 

 Students can bring G or PG rated movies for viewing while on the bus.  Please give 

movies to your child’s teacher to ensure it gets returned. Also be sure that your 

movie is labeled with your child’s name on it please.  

 Remind your child about behavior and safety while on the field trip. 

 All students MUST wear a Signature 5th Grade T-shirt or a white t-shirt to help 

parent chaperones identify DES students.  

 Chaperones are responsible for helping to ensure the safety of all students. Parent 

chaperones please remain in control of your student group at all times.  

Itinerary: 

   7:15 a.m.  Depart Dutchtown 

 8:45 a.m. Arrive at Warner Robbins Air Force Base for a guided 

tour of the Museum of Aviation and Technology 

11:45 a.m. Depart for Macon 

12:30 p.m. Arrive @ Ocmulgee National Park 

12:45 p.m. Lunch at picnic tables in the National Park 

  1:15 p.m. Divide group to view film, museum, and earth lodge 

(arrangements to be made later) 

  3:15 p.m. Depart for Georgia Sports Hall of Fame 

  3:30 p.m. View introductory film on the Museum 

  3:30 p.m. Self-guided tour of the museum (play sports games on 

site) 

  5:15 p.m.  Depart for Dutchtown 

  6:30 p.m. Arrival at Dutchtown 
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Fifth Grade News, continued... 
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Fifth Grade News, continued... 

As we begin to look towards the end of our 2014-2015 school year, please add the  
following end-of-year 5th grade dates/events to your calendar: 

Date Event/Activity Note(s) 

Tuesday, May 5, 2015 5th Grade Transition Visit to  
Dutchtown Middle School 

Students and teachers will walk over to the middle 
school that morning, and middle school information 
packets will be sent home to parents that afternoon. 

Monday, May 18, 2015 5th Grade Field Day 

(organized by Coach Edmondson) 
Theme: DES Field Day 2015 

  

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 5th Grade End-of-Year field trip to 
Macon, GA 

 Students should wear their 5th grade signature  
t-shirt on this day, or a white T-shirt. 

Tuesday, May 26, 2015 5th Grade Awards Ceremony @ 

Pinecrest Baptist Church 

175 Foster Drive  
McDonough, GA 30253 

  
Theme: “Celebrating Excellence” 
  
  
  

The program will begin at 6:30pm. All DES 5th grade 
students should arrive at the church by 6:00pm to 
prepare for the processional. 
  
Attire for girls: 
Sunday’s Best- any black and white combination 
(skirts, dresses, etc.) 
Attire for boys: 
Sunday’s Best- Black slacks and a white shirt 

Wednesday, May 27, 2015 Annual 5th Grade “Dog Walk” 

(parade around the school) 
  
  
  
*Note: Students should wear their 
5th grade signature t-shirt on this 
day. 
  

Starts at 1:00pm (on the 5th grade hallway). Parents 
are invited to attend and should purchase one red, 
black, or white helium balloon for their child prior to 
1:00pm. As we parade around the school, students 
are allowed to drop off a balloon to a student in  
another classroom throughout the building (more 
than one balloon will be needed in this case). Once 
we exit out of the building through the 2nd grade  
hallway, students will release their balloons into the 
air. 

Friday, May 29, 2015 

(last day of school) 
5th Grade End-of-Year Party 

  
(food and drinks, games, décor, etc. included in cost) 
Note: Parents we really need your help with set up 
and monitoring students outside. Also, we need to 
borrow your tents for this event if you have any avail-
able. 

The Georgia Milestones Testing has been completed. We are proud of the hard work and dedication of our students 
and team. We are now working on preparing our students for middle school! 


